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room. One of the deputies with him came up to me.
M. Montigny called him, and I knew that he had recom-
mended him to say nothing to me of the object of the
delegation, organised and arranged with the connivance
of the Minister. His lack of confidence in me was well
worth a word of thanks. Now I have said it.
" And M. Scapini ? " perhaps someone will say. M.
Scapini was blinded in the last war. A past in which
he behaved like a hero forbids me from seeking how he
allowed himself to sink to the company of the most suspect
defeatists.
It is not, I think, irrelevant to mention here a person,
of whom one of the principal men in the country said one
day, by way of warning to the Government leaders, that
he was at the centre of all the intrigues, even when they
were contradictory. Perhaps that was to ascribe too much
to him, but Anatole de Monzie was quite capable of it.
By his aristocratic origin Anatole de Monzie might have
belonged to the Right. He has always been on the Left.
He began as one of the " collectivist students " during
the heroic epoch of the beginning of French Socialism,
but he is of too independent a fancy to settle down in a
party with rigid rules. He was a member of a group known
as the Independent Socialists, who take their place at the
intersection of M. Daladier's Radical-Socialist and M.
Blum's Socialist party, the peculiarity of this group being
that there is almost no solidarity of doctrine and discipline
among its members. It would be a fine sight to see
Anatole de Monzie disciplining himself!
He is the man who at one and the same time launched
a campaign, as dashing as it was passionate, to make
France go to Canossa, in other words, to re-establish
diplomatic relations with the Vatican, and to recognise
the Soviets without delay. It might well be said of him
that he lunched with Rakowsky and dined with~the Papal
Nuncio !
What an extraordinary man he is !    Attracting and